TENBY TOWN COUNCIL

DE VALENCE PAVILION
UPPER FROG STREET
TENBY

30th June 2021

Dear Councillor

You are hereby summoned to attend the next Meeting of the Tenby Town
Council to be held on Tuesday 6% July at 7.00 pm to transact the
business stated below.

Due to continued coronavirus restrictions this meeting will be held remotely.

Members of the public wishing to access the meeting to listen (but not speak)
are asked to contact the Town Clerk for access details.

MEMBERS: PLEASE NOTE THAT PCNPA HAVE SWITCHED TO AN ONLINE
SYSTEM FOR VIEWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS. NO PAPER COPIES
ARE AVAILABLE. APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING
CAN BE VIEWED ONLIINE IN THE COUNCIL OFFICES DURING NORMAL
HOURS OR BY VISITING THE FOLLOWING LINK
http://planning.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/

Yours faithfully

A. J. DAVIES
FINANCIAL OFFICER/CLERK TO THE COUNCIL

AGENDA

1. To meet with Mr. Neil McCarthy and Mr. Nicky Young, PCC Area
Maintenance

2. To receive Apologies.
<k To disclose any personal interests in items of business listed below.

Members are requested to identify the nature of the interest and
indicate whether it is personal or prejudicial

4. To agree ltems of Correspondence and Committee Minutes, except
those marked private and confidential, be given to the members of
the Press present.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

To confirm the Minutes of the Tenby Town Council Meeting held 22™
June 2021.

To consider any Matters Arising from the minutes.

To discuss the following Planning Applications and to agree action in
response to proposals:

a. NP/21/0355/TPO - Ash — fell due to category 4 Ash
Dieback symptoms — 14 Mayfield Drive, Tenby

b. NP/21/0369/TPO — Sycamore — remove overhanging limbs
to fence — 16 Trafalgar Road, Tenby.

C. NP/21/0381/FUL - Proposed change of use and

conversion of vacant ground floor shop to a two-bedroom
flat — Bayview, 5 The Norton, Tenby.

To consider the following items of planning correspondence and
agree action in response to proposals:

a. Tenby Civic Society -- Comments on recent planning
applications.
b. Matthew Griffiths, PCNPA — Conservation Area Notification

process in relation to application NP/21/0370/TCA -
Cypress — reduce by 3m (10 m to 7 m) — 16 Trafalgar
Road, Tenby

To consider the following items of correspondence and agree action
in response to proposals:

a. Miss K Telford, Tenby Taxi Associates — Evening train
services to Tenby.
b. Miss K. Telford, Tenby Taxi Associates — Operation of Tuk-

Tuks as Hackney carriages

To consider any updates on Tenby Town Walls and agree action in
response to proposals.

To consider ways of supporting Community Activity beyond Covid
(Community Hub) — Clir. L. Blackhall

To consider any Financial Officer/Clerk’s ltems and to agree action in
response to proposals.

Date and Time of Next Meeting
Tuesday 20t July 2021 at 7.30 pm

To propose any item for the next Agenda.



15.

16.

17.

TO RESOLVE TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC FROM THE MEETING
DURING CONSIDERATION CF THE FOLLOWING ITEM(S) OF
BUSINESS UNDER THE “PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO
MEETINGS) ACT CF 1960".

To confirm the Private and Confidential Minutes of the Tenby Town
Council Meeting held 22nd June 2021.

Matters arising for information only.






TENBY TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TENBY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD
220 JUNE 2021

PRESENT: Cllr Mrs S Skyrme-Blackhall Mayor

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr A Davies

Cllr Mrs T Evans
Clir Mr J Comwell
Clir Mr M Evans
Clir Mrs S Lane
Clir Mr D Morgan
Cllr Mr L Blackhall
Clir Mr T Hallett

erk

The Mayor welcomed all to the meeting.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

70 MEMBERS OF THEPRESS PR‘ESENT

Mrs S Thompson

ssistant to the Clerk

TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES

Apologies received from Clir Whitehurst and Clir
apologised in advance as sﬁ l.have to lea
any longer.

TO DISCLOSE..

Proposed by Clir Blackhall and@econded by Cllr Mrs Evans.

That items of C ri¢spondence and Committee Minutes other than those items
marked Not for Publication be given to members of the Press present.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Resolved that the Minutes of the Tenby Town Council meeting held 8 June 2021
be confirmed and signed as accurate.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES FOR INFORMATION ONLY

a. Page 29 Item 55A — Off Street Park Places: Clir Lane apologised to
councillors for not being at the last meeting but wanted to refer to parking in
Newell Hill and the suggestion for a Residents Only sign.
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She said that we must remember that all motorists have paid their road tax and
are entitled to park, unless residents are paying a fee. She felt that this
suggestion would be opening it up to all of town to ask for the same.

Clir Evans also apologised for not being able to attend the last meeting and said
that he too had intended to speak on this matter.

National laws prevent whole streets being designated residents’ parking, the
limit being 60%.

He had read the recommendations but said TTC should go even further. While
he agreed with TTC’s position on South Beach and Salterns, when it came to
the Green, we must say no to extending the c‘harﬁmg period.

He proposed that TTC formally objectx 3 these particular proposals as it would
affect not just residents of Newell Hﬁ{but al$q tesidents of Lower Park Road,
St John’s Hill and St Mary’s H/ll who also use tﬁqﬁxeen in winter months,

Clir Mrs Lane agrefs w th C
‘Resident’s Only’ si

oesn’t feel this will be possible

The Clerlqtg d,‘counclllo‘%' that ViEM
% & e _‘51b & but as members know from

'f-”fccess only% s gn onild:

smdllgwas just an idea to try and resolve problems on the estate.
[l Evans® ffﬂr his input and seconded his proposal.

RESOLVED

That the Clerk write again to PCC lodging a formal objection to proposals
to increase the charging period for The Green car park to 12 months a year.
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75.

TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND TO
AGREE ACTION IN RESPONSE TO PROPOSALS:

As a member of PCNPA Development Management Committee, Clir. Evans took no
part in discussion or voting but remained present to offer advice on planning policy and

procedure if required.
a. NP/20/0458/FUL — Construction of new pitched roof over existing flat roof to

provide 10 twin bedroom accommodation rooms. Alterations to entrance foyer

and construction of new pitched roof over access stairs to new first floor
accommodation. Alterations to existing single storey Pro shop accommodation

including new single storey extension to provide additional 4 twin bedrooms
and 1 three bed disabled suite. Internal altér ions and construction of new
gingle storev extension to provide new P v.shiop facilities — Tenby Golf Club,

Mayor seconded. Clir Hallei;f
new design.

RECOMMEND

g __“a economic viability of the
R

Clir Mrs Lane iﬁroposed approval and this was seconded by the Mayor. Cllr
Blackhall and Cllr Hallett abstained.

RECOMMEND

Approval. Considered against all the relevant policies in the LDP members
feel that this proposal will have no adverse effect on the streetscape of this
area of the town.

NP/21/0308/FUL._— Removal of existing ground floor shop front and
replacement with new traditional shopfront. Repair and alteration to large
feature window at first floor level over shopfront and two new dormer windows
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within front roof slope together with associated external alternations 10 High
Street, Tenby

Cllr Blackhall feels this proposal is returning character to the property and that
it is a really good design. He believes TTC should consider this a positive
scheme that will enhance the High Street, Clir Mrs Lane seconded.

RECOMMEND
Approval. Members welcome the proposal to return to a more traditional

shop front which they as a positive enhancement to the streetscape within
the Conservation area.

Clir Evans asked why Tenby Civic Soci g'récommendations are no longer
included in TTC Minutes. The Clegk plained that the views were being
received after members of TTC had ﬁireﬁ’dy 'etemuned the applications. Civic

Society has now been furnished withithe dates o &eetmgs to ensure they could
get their comments in to TT(; fime to be includ

&n e agenda.

o

Clir Evans suggested that it woud ‘-hg good for members ’sec the views of the
Civic Society even if.applications had ﬁl;egdj “been considered’by TTC.
&

g

76.

N,

. He added thathe will:be i 3
of the Park W *"’Mtally 1t

od-being in the Park enriches Tenby but PCNPA must realise that it

int venture. The biggest challenge he felt the Park faced was housing
for local people. He felt that if PCNPA doesn’t change its focus then local
people will no longer live in Tenby. It is vital that PCNPA understand that being
in the Park has to work for Tenby and its residents.

He suggested that, if necessary, TTC should buy in expertise to help press the
argument to PCNPA that, whilst Pembrokeshire and Tenby is beautiful, there
are lots of pressure on locals who live here.

Cllr Blackhall echoed Clir Evans, adding that, while we can be supportive of

PCNPA, they must work for us too. He noted that Mr. Jones’ letter talks about
tourism, landscape, culture and wildlife but only refers to businesses and
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b.

we for schemes close to ‘ﬂiehighvézziy Perhaps The Green or the multi storey

residents at the end. TTC needs to make sure that they are not at the bottom of
the list of priorities. We can only maintain Tenby’s cultural heritage if we can
continue to live here, he said.

The Mayor said she would also like to attend the seminar.
RESOLVED

That the Mayor, Clir. Blackhall and the Clerk attend the seminar on 13th
July.

Mr. Darren Thomas, PCC (via email) — Traffic and Highways Community
Works Fund

The Clerk told councillors that this ig indh ig that county has available every
year for small projects costing up. to:£10K. <This fund would also expect a

things that members
e is £100k to split

had landscapmg/mfrash'ucture 18sites that could possibly get funding.

“drill down’ and go for environmental improvements
ese areas clean and tidy for another 12 months.

Asked‘eby Clig Mrs. Lane, the Clerk explained that TTC would have to get any
bids in by ‘é_end of July.

Clir Blackhall said that whilst bollards would be nice, it is right that Clir Mrs
Lane’s proposal is a priority. There is still ongoing work on the Paragon but as
this grant has to be highway related, we should look at the Green.

Cllr Cornwell noticed improvement to the bus stop on Marsh Road but there is
no shelter on the opposite side of the road. This is a very exposed area for people
waiting for buses.

The Clerk will check on this as he believed there was a project under way to

provide a bus shelter on the western side of Marsh Road. Clir Hallett agreed
saying he too thought there was a plan but it had not yet been implemented.
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77.

Clir Evans commented that TTC needed to look at how we could access the
funding available if not it would go to other councils.

The Clerk said members needed to be mindful that the council will have to make
a contribution to any scheme and that the more contributed the more favourable
the proposal will be viewed.

Cllr Evans suggested that Cllr Mrs Lane and the Clerk look at what highways
related landscaping measures could be achieved. He suggested TTC earmark
£5000 from reserves as a contribution to try to achieve the full £10,000 of
works. The Mayor seconded.

RESOLVED

That Clir Mrs Lane and the Cigrk lool( -at what highways related
landscaping measures could bé achieved anﬂ“f‘th,at TTC earmark £5000
from reserves as a contrib s n fowards any schein

e
R:?w

TO CONSIDER ANY UPDATES %ﬁ@ENBYxT 'OWN W ; .S AND AGREE

The Clerk told councillors
off for a fortnight but was stil
She was going toshase him up

ie Adams hademailed back to say that she has been
tl‘ngia hﬁ_ar back: ,from the arborist with his report.

25
¥{i;:'_5‘ k.

% %\
otz __c Hallett addl}n,g__;that a letter should be sent to PCC, CADW

Clir Mss Lane seconded. The town is proud of our walls and there is a desperate need
to preserve them for future generations.

The Mayor agreed, adding that this had been her one fear; that the situation was going
to drag on.

Cllr Evans said we can be polite but now is the time to say that if things don’t start,
we’ll do it ourselves.

RESOLVED
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78.

79.

That a letter should be sent to PCC, CADW and PCNPA giving them a timescale
to get works started and inform them that, if the work was not stared by a
particular date, TTC would start the work themselves.

LOCAL MARKET HOUSING POLICY — CLLR MIKE EVANS

Clir. Evans apologised for not being a recent meeting to inform councillors further on
this matter.

It was acknowledged that Tenby had a problem regardmg the availability of affordable
housing for local people. About 3 years ago inSt.Ives they were facing similar
problems with social housing. They went out, d1 ‘yeséarch on the cost of housing and
the need within area and a policy was unplem rfted: ,.,-fthe council that any new housing
development within the community would fve'to have rimary residence clause.

lived in permanently. Gwynedd andAsngle
this model and 12 months ago adopted $im

Wales they are on a county Bas wh

ing on:jopking at the possibilities of a
-taEe the lead.

That the Regeneratloﬁ Team look into the possibilities of making a bid to use the
Enhancing Pembrokéshjre Fund to finance the employment of someone to look at
the implementition of a Local Market Housing policy in this area.

TO CONSIDER A PROPOSAL THAT, IN MY CAPACITY AS TOWN CRIER,
I ACT AS A MEET AND GREET AMBASSADOR FOR THE TOWN ON

SATURDAY AFTERNOONS DURING THE SUMMER — CLLR. CORNWELL

Cllr Cornwell felt that, with the information centre no longer open and the Tudor
Merchant’s House and Tenby Museum closed, visitors may want to know whete to go
and what to do.

His proposal was to provide help and advice from 11 am until 2 pm on Saturdays in
Tudor Square, to help make the experience for visitors a little better.
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Clir Evans welcomes this but would ask other councillors for their opinion as to whether
it would help if we invested in a Tenby Town Council market style tent. This could
provide a location for Cllr. Cornwell and also be used for other events like Father
Christmas.

A TTC branded tent will reassure visitors that this is a valid member of Tenby Town
Council and not just someone trying to sell something. It would build trust and be good
exposure for Tenby Town Council.

He suggested the Clerk call PCC to see if this could be funded through Covid Recovery
grants as Cllr Cornwell would be giving advice as part of the recovery of the tourist
economy.

Clir Blackhall can see the merits of Clir Cornwg:ll" oposal but was concerned about
a Tudor Square location from a social dlstancmg pe@g ctive and the possibility it could
gather more crowds. . N

Another site may be worth conmdenpf crﬁaps as this was eady a very busy space.

!\-« 4)
Clir Mrs Evans loves this idea but also
in the midst of a Covid outbr
there anything else we can o

A by appeared to be
i 'domg enough\a§ha;counc11 and is
Ve are not out of woods yet.

Clir Mrs Lane noted that, if @Llr: Com@ell intended tQ undertake a ‘cry’ the content
would have to bg__ reed. TTC'y ‘ed % ’”3 -4 that 1t related to places of

e B wéi@ome and p..:’haps this would be a better venue as crowds

aln g
12 fﬁ;‘
., . £

The Mayor felt that there were two separate resolutions to be made.

She would take Clir Cornwell’s proposal first. Cllr Cornwell said he was happy to agree
with Cllr Mrs Lane suggestion to be at Tenby railway station

RESOLVED

That Clir. Cornwell, acting in his capacity as Town Crier, act as a ‘meet and greet’
Ambassador at Tenby Railway Station on Saturdays during the main season.
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80.

81.

83.

With regard to the Tenby Town Council pop-up tent Cllr Mrs Lane seconded Clir.
Evans’ proposal.

Cllr. Evans stressed that we only purchase if we secure outside funding via a grant.
Cllr Blackhall believed that, having experience from Christmas festivities, erecting and
storage of the tent could be a challenge, but supported the idea as long as councillors
would offer help.

RESOLVED

That the Clerk make enquiries with PCC to see Covid Recovery grant could
be used to purchase a TTC pop up corporate ]

No matters other than Mr Neil McCai¥ i puld like to come and
talk to councillors at the next council m# iffigithies experienced in
relation to area maintenance due to an excep vFhe Clerk asked
if members are happy to go¥ 0
in favour.







. Planning Correspondence 1

1 give a summary of the Civic Society Executive Committee members view on current TPO
applications.

Harry Gardiner, Chair Plans sub cottee TCS,

NP/21/0370/TCA reduce top of cyprus 16 Trafalgar Road, Tenby
NP/21/0669/TPO Remove overhanging branches 17 Trafalgar Road

As there is such an extensive canopy at this point of the TPO group the loppings appear not make a
material difference to the value of the TPO group, or of its screening views of the Multi storey and
reducing overlooking views from the latter. Similarly, adding the Cyprus to the TPO group would
have little additional value, except perhaps in winter.

We are pleased to see the inclusion of this location in the new Conservation Area has added to the
care with which tree work is considered, especially as replacements for fellings in the Conservation
Area are expected by the Park.

NP/18/0534/TPO - remove mature ash because of die back 14 Mayfield Drive Tenby.

Given the extent of die-back this is a necessary felling by a main road. We think all trees felled in
Tenby should be replaced by new planting for townscape and carbon emission protection reasons.
(as was required recently on the path of Heywood Lane) Here a smaller type of replacement tree
would be appropriate.

The comments of Tenby Civic Society’s Exec Committees Members comments are summarized below.
We hope your committee will also feel the applicant could be encouraged to amend the proposals details; change
of use intention is not in question.

NP/21/0381/FUL Proposed change of use and conversion of vacant ground floor shop (Al use) to 2 2 bedroom flat
(A2 use [sic])
Location: Bayview, 5, The Norton, Tenby, Pembrokeshire, SA70 8AA

1 We note a Listed building application should follow. We welcome that the proposal contains a positive proposal
to restore the main frontage doorway to the original Victorian style of its neighbours, subject to more details and
sections of the door and mouldings, as is usual with Listed Buildings.

2 However we feel the proposal should be revised,

» so the modern shop window arid door are replaced with a Victorian style { double glazed) house window
also matching that of the three listed houses (6 to 8) adjoining to the north { photo attached )

This prominent listed group’s frontage character and pattern would be restored to that of its 19 century origin.

We particularly feel we are justified in this s /t was done with an adjoining shop front changed to residential by a
permission a few years ago and you would be hard pressed to say which one as the work can be so authentic to

the original.

3 The internal alterations appear to need an amenity re-think as one bedroom has no window, and the second is
separate, accessed through the rear garden by two external doors and a short yard. Keeping large shop windows
to residential rooms also pose a series of problems { heat loss, street noise, lack of privacy, vandal or accidental
breakage risk, with its insurance problems ) which more compact windows do reduce .



Planning Correspondence 2

Town & Country Planning Act 1990
Town & Country Planning (Trees) Regulations 1999
Conservation Area Tree Works Application

Proposed Works: Cypress - reduce by 3m - 10m to 7m
Location: 16, Trafalgar Road, Tenby, Pembrokeshire, SA70 7DW
Conservation Area: Conservation Area

| refer to the above mentioned notification which has been submitted for consideration by this
Authority. The land to which the notification relates is located within your Council’s boundary and a
copy of the application is available to view on our website at
http://planning.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/agile_pcnpa/apas/run/wchvarylogin.display

Conservation Area Notification process

A Conservation Area Notification/Section 211 notice is not, and should not be treated as, an
application for consent.

The purpose of the notification to give this Authority 6 weeks' notice is to allow the Authority to
consider making a TPO in respect of the tree concerned.

Local Planning Authorities can only dea! with Conservation Area notification/Section 211 natice in
one of three ways; namely:

1, Make a TPO if justified in the interests of amenity. The proposed works would then have to
be resubmitted as a formal application under the TPO legislation.

2. Decide not to make a TPO and allow the six week period to expire, at which point the
proposed work may go ahead as long as it is carried out within two years from the date of the notice
3. Decide not to make a TPO and inform the applicant that the works can go ahead.

This authority cannot refuse consent, nor can this Authority grant consent subject to conditions
(such as a condition requiring the planting of a replacement tree) regarding conservation area
notification proposals.

Should you wish to comment on this matter; | would be pleased to receive your views within 21 days
of the date of this letter

Please note that an objection by your council would not necessarily result in a Tree Preservation
Order being placed upon the tree; however any information relating to the tree may assist in
assessing the tree in terms of Tree Preservation Order suitability.



Corresrandence A

Dear Andrew.
| write on behalf of the community to ask’¥or the support of the Town Council in lobbying the train

company to reinstate the evening trains and the intercity 125's

It is having an immense impact on the regeneration of tourism, not just in Tenby, but in all
communities from Carmarthen through to Pembroke Dock.

As the representative of the Taxi Trade in Tenby,it is clear that much trade is being lost due to the
failure to reinstate the evening trains.

They have been reinstated on the lines to Haverfordwest and Fishguard, but our line, which is by far
the business has not.

We are losing passengers from the north of England and the South West ané'{th‘e East Coast because
the journey times are too great for them to reach Tenby within a travelling day.

If with changes they cannot arrive here bybtge 5.40, they would need to break their journey
overnight and continue the next day. '

As they do not have to do this for other resorts, we lose them.

There is also the issue of the loss of the 125's
1 have collected many tired travellers from London, who had to change trains twice, where's when

they have come in the past, they have come straight through from Paddington.

It's not just the holiday makers.
There were manv residents of Carmarthenshire and Pembrokeshire, who came to Tenby on the train
for a day trip. Now they have to leave by 5.40pm

There is also the busy night trade, where revellers descend on Tenby and other towns and villages
on the line for the evening and the either go home on the last train, or by Taxi.

This trade has completely gone and is a great loss to the area.
We cannot understand why our busiest rgil line that is the lifeblood of the area, has not been

reinstated as promised, while the other lines have.

The help of the Town and Community Councils is needed.
We will do whatever is needed to help ( lobbying, pressure,group, petitions etc.
Please let us know. '

I would appreciate it if you could present this to Council at your earliest opportunity, as time is so
short.

Thank you for your help as ever.



CorReSPonDENCE B

Hi All

! write to raise the concerns that we aré experiencing in the Taxi Trade with the introduction of the
Tuk Tuk's. P

There have been various incidents but due to the Pandemic the situation as it stands has only of the
last few days become clear.

The trade were unclear that PCC have licensed them on the same basis as ourselves.

They are licensed Hackney Carriages ,running on the same tarifs,and terms and conditions as
ourselves,

We were led to befieve that they would be pottering around Tenby and Saundersfoot.
This has proved not to be the case.
They would not be eligible to be licensed as a Hackney Carriage for ourselves.

‘There are very stringent vehicle conditions that apply to the Taxi Trade in Pembrokeshire, regarding
the design of the vehicle,passenger space, safety and welfare.

The Tuk Tuk's cannot comply with this ,as they have no side airbags are soft tops ,s0 no roll safety
efc.

They are all over the place in Pembroke Pembroke Dock Carew,Tenby Amroth Wiseman's Bridge
,Cared etc. In fact throughout South Pembs.

The number of complaints we have received from members if the public regarding their experiences,
for example ,being asked to lean while negotiating roundabouts, so that they don't tip over.

Worst complaints regard journeys invoiving main roads, especially the main roads to the area from
St Clears and on to Pembroke Dock.

These roads have a high volume of traffic, especialky Artics.i is a terrifying experience for an
observer,let alone a passenger, to see these lightweight trikes coping with the slipstream of a 40'
Artic.

There is a groundswell Nationally, with many Councils reviewing their position in the light of their
findings.

i have attached one example regarding Dumfries and Galloway.

There are many others freely available on line.

1 would appreciate it ,on grounds of public safety, if you could address these concerns and make
representations to PCC licensing, before ,as in other areas, there has been a fatality, before the issue
is addressed.

Yours sincerely

Miss K Telford
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item
Report HLC/015/20
no
THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL

Committee: ' THE HIGHLAND LICENSING COMMITTEE

Date: 18 February 2020

Report title: Suitability of a tuk tuk for use as a taxi or private hire car

Report by: Solicitor — Regulatory Services

1. Purpose/Executive summary

1.1 Following a request from a member of the public querying whether he may make a taxi
or private hire car licence application in respect of a tuk tuk; the committee is asked to
decide whether, in principle, a tuk tuk is a suitable vehicle to be licensed as a taxi or
private hire car (PHC).

1.2 A tuk tuk is, in very general terms, a vehicle with an engine and three wheelg. For
illustrative purposes only, an example of a tuk tuk can be found at Appendix 1 to this
report.

2. Recommendation

2.1 Members are asked to:

(1) note the initial consultation carried out with the Council’s Transport team as set out
at paragraph 3.7 of this report and with Police Scotland. A copy of Police Scotland’s
response is contained at Appendix 2 to this report; and

(2) consider whether they are satisﬁed, in principle, that a tuk tuk is suitable in type, size
and design for use as a taxi or PHC and is safe for that use.



3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

4.1

Background

The licensing of taxis or PHCs under the 1982 Act is an optional activity. The Highland
Council, as the Licensing Authority under the 1982 Act, has resolved, in terms of section
9 of the 1982 Act, to license taxis and PHC's. In order to obtain and hold a licence, the
vehicle must comply with certain technical specifications.

Section 10{2) of the 1982 Act states that “a licensing authority shall not grant or renew
a taxi licence or private hire car licence unless they are satisfied that the vehicle to which
the licence relates is suitable in type, size, and design for use as a taxi or private hire
car, as the case may be, and is safe for that use...”

This ties in with the key aims of the 1982 Act which states that it is “an Act to make
provision as regards Scotland for the licensing and regulation of certain activities; for
the preservation of public and order and public safety and the prevention of crime..”

The Highland Council does not have a specified list of vehicles that can be licensed as
taxis or PHC's. However, vehicles have to meet the Council’'s minimum vehicle
specification and pass an initial inspection to an acceptable standard of safety and
comfort and thereafter an annual or biannual inspection. A copy of the specification is
set out in Appendix 3 1o this report.

A member of the public has enquired to the Council as to whether they could obtain a
taxi or PHC licence for a tuk tuk. As the vehicle does not meet the current minimum
specification for a taxi or PHC, Members will have to decide first whether these types of
vehicles are suitable for use as a taxi or PHC, having regard to public safety.

The member of the public who has expressed interest in his tuk tuk being licensed has
answered some questions which will provide members with general details about the
type of vehicle that is being considered. The details received are contained in Appendix
4 to this report.

As previously stated, Police Scotland have been consulted on this matter and have
indicated that they are unsupportive of the proposal on the grounds of public safety. The
full response can be found at Appendix 2 to this report. The Council's Traffic
Management and Control Team have also indicated that they are unsupportive of the
proposals and stated that they agreed with commentary made by Dumfries and
Galloway Council's transport team when they were consulted on a similar proposal.
Concerns raised by their transport team included the vehicle's lack of safely devices
and the specification of the vehicie for rural roads.

Observations on representations

The response from Police Scotland highlights two main concerns, road safety and
obstruction to other traffic. These are both considerations that the committee must take
into account when assessing the suitability of this type of vehicle as a taxi or PHC.
Members should consider not only the safety of passengers but also of other road users.



4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

5.1

5.2

The response from the tuk tuk owner gives Members an idea of the specification of a
tuk tuk. It is not intended to be a detailed or comprehensive summary of the vehicle but
to provide Members with information regarding the basic features of the vehicle and how
it functions. Should Members approve this type of vehicle for licensing, in principle, a
more detailed specification would need to be gathered.

The tuk tuk owner has also listed a number of local authorities that currently license tuk
tuks. In Scotland, only Aberdeen City Council and Argyll and Bute Councit license tuk
tuks as taxis or PHCs. Aberdeen City Council license vehicles under three separate
categorles; taxis, private hire vehicles and special events private hire vehicles.
Members of the Aberdeen City Council Licensing Committee resolved in 2018 to include
tuk tuks as a type of vehicle that can be granted a special events private hire vehicle
ticence. There is currently one tuk tuk licensed in Aberdeen which was granted against
a police objection on the grounds of safety. Although Aberdeen City Council have a
special events private hire vehicles category, the legislation doesn’t differentiate
between different types of private hire vehicles nor the way they choose to operate.

Argyll and Bute Council have a list of approved vehicles types and “trikes” are listed as
an approved vehicle type for private hire cars, which would include tuk tuks.

In September 2019, Dumfries and Galloway Council Licensing Committee considered
whether, in principle, tuk tuks should be licensed as taxis or PHCs. Members agreed
with Police Scotland and the council's own Transportation Manager that a tuk tuk was
not suitable type, size and design for use as a taxi or private hire car as the vehicle did
not offer sufficient protection to passengers in the event of an accident and was not
suitable for the types of road in the area.

Procedure

Should the Committee be of the view that tuk tuks are, in principle, suitable to be
licensed as taxis and PHCs, as tuk tuks are very specialised vehicles, Officers will likely
require to take the following steps:

« Gather detailed information regarding the safety features of tuk tuks for their use
as a taxi or PHC (from an external expert if so required)

e Create suitable testing specifications for tuk tuks as the current specifications do
not conform to this type of vehicle

e Create new standard conditions specific to this vehicle as the current conditions
would not conform to this type of vehicle

» Ensure that the testing stations that are used by the Council for carrying out
vehicle inspections have both the appropriate facilities and expertise for testing
this type of vehicle

Following on from the steps above, a further report would then need to be put before
Members to consider fully the correspondence received with a view to making a final
determination as to whether tuk tuks are suitable in type, size and design for use as a
taxi or PHC in terms of public safety.



6. Implications

6.1 As tuk tuks are very different in type to the vehicles that are currently licensed as taxis
and PHCs, Officers may not have the expertise in house to create new testing
specifications and conditions. Should that be the case, external expert advice would be

required.
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APPENDIX 2

POLICE

237 January 2020 SCOTLAND
Keeping pecple safe
Your Ref:
Our Ref: TUK TUK Divisional Co-ordination Unit
Highland and Islands Division
_ o Police HQ
Clerk to the Hightand Licensing Board Old Perth Road
Town House INVERNESS
High Street V2 38Y
Inverness
V1 1Jd Tel. 01463 720817
Dear Sir/Madam

CIVIC GOVERNMENT {(SCOTLAND) ACT 1982 SECTION 10(2)
SUITABILITY OF A TUK-TUK AS A TAX]I OR PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE
POLICE OBJECTION

| have been informed by the Hightand Council that a Tuk-Tuk is currenfly being
operated in Wick, and that the operator, Mr. Rehan Amin, wishes the vehicle to be
licensed as a Taxi or Private Hire Vehicle.

| am aware that the operator has been informed by the Highland Council that the
Tuk-Tuk does not meet the Council's specification with respect to its size, type and
design. However, Mr. Amin has requested that the Licensing Committee consider a
report that the Tuk-Tuk be considered suitable as a Taxi/Private Hire Vehicle.

| am of the opinion that the design and operation of a Tuk-Tuk deems it as an
inappropriate and unsuitable vehicle to be used as a Taxi or Private Hire Vehicle, and
on the grounds of public safety, | would object to any proposal to licence Tuk-Tuks by
the Highland Councit for this purpose.

| have consulted with Inspector Donald Mackinnon from the Roads Policing
Department in the Highlands & Islands Division. He is also of the opinion that a Tuk-
Tuk is not suitabie for use as a Taxi or Private Hire Vehicle. He has provided the
following response:

Taking into account the following considerations, | do not recommend Tuk-Tuk use
for taxi/private hire business.

Background

The Tuk-Tuk, also known as an Auto Rickshaw, is a motorised development of the
traditional puled or cycle rickshaw. The most common version comprises of a sheet-
metal body or an open frame resting on three wheels. They have a canvas roof with
drop down side curtains. There is normally a small cabin for the driver with handlebar
controls, and another compartment in the rear for passengers. They are most popular

GPMS Classificaion: RESTRICTED
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in countries with tropical and sub-tropical climates and in p&rtibular, developing
countties.

Safety concerns

Some of the safety issues with the Tuk-Tuk are due to their type, size and design.
Due to the Tuk-Tuk having only 3 road wheels and a relatively short narrow whee/
base, there are concems regarding stability which is easily compromised whilst
negotiating roundabouts and various corners within built-up/residential areas. If the
Tuk-Tuk approached and attempted to negotiate these hazards at an inappropriate
speed, it would be susceptible to tipping over.

There is little protection afforded to the occupants of a Tuk-Tuk, with the only cover
being a canvas roof in this case. Safety features are virtually non-existent with no
airbags and no side protection other than the canvas or metal sheel. These are vital
safely features that protect occupanis of vehicles in road traffic collisions and in turn
reduce the number of casualties on our roads.

Tuk-Tuks are generally only fitted with lap belts due to their very compact nature,
there is little room between the passengers and the vehicle extremities. Therefore if a
Tuk-Tuk is involved in a road traffic collision, there is a greater potential for the
occupants to be seriously injured or kiiled.

There is also a concern surrounding the lack of lighting on Tuk-Tuks which may make
them difficult for other road users fo see. Areas with limited or poor strest lighting will
increase the risk o the oceupants.

Given the nature of the taxi/private hire business, some passengers/customers will
be more vulnerable due fo their age, size or demeanour. Some may be affected by
alcohol and therefore are at a greater risk of falling from the Tuk-Tuk. Given the fact
that the top speed can reach in excess of 40mph, falling from the vehicle at this
speed could have devastating consequences.

In addition, | understand that the operator intends to utilise his Tuk-Tuk on
roads along the North Coast 500 route as a licensed taxi, and as such, | would
also have concerns that the vehicle could cause obstructions on an already
very busy road network due to its limited speed. This, in turn could potentially
increase the risk of a road traffic accident.

| am also aware that a similar proposal was brought before the Licensing
Committee in Dumfries & Galloway in 2019, which was refused by Committee
members, and | would urge the Highland Council Licensing Committee to also
refuse any application in relation to this proposal on the grounds of public
safety, and the vehicle not being for purpose.

Should the Committee agree to the licensing of Tuk-Tuks as taxis or private
hire vehicles, then any subsequent applications submitted for such vehicles to
be licensed will be the subject of a police objection, on the grounds of public
safety, and the vehicle not being fit for purpose.

Yours sincerely

GPMS Classification: RESTRICTED
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Ch. Supt. George Macdonald
Divisional Commander

For enquires please contact the Licensing Department on 01463 720817.

GPMS Classification: RESTRICTED



APPENDIX 3

The Highland Council’s minimum specification for taxis and PHC’s

Any vehicle proposed to be used a Taxi or Private hire car must:-

(i) except with the approval of the Council, be less than five years old,
unless it is a purpose built taxi, or equivalent, in which case it must
be less than ten years old;

(i) be equipped to carry a minimum of four adult seated passengers
(up to a maximum of eight adult seated passengers) in safety and
comfort;

(iii) have a minimum engine capacity of 55kw or 1575cc;

(iv) have a minimum width of 122 centimetres (48 inches) across the
rear passenger seat or compartment of the vehicle;

(v) have a minimum of four doors capable of being opened from the
inside;

{vi) be fitted with a seat belt for each passenger,

(vii) pass an initial nspection to an acceptable standard of safety and
comfort and thereafter an annual inspection (except where the

vehicle is older than five years the inspection period shall be every
six months)

Vehicle Testing Specifications

items Tested

The following are items included in the Taxi and Private Hire Car Inspections which
fall into two groups: (see attached lists)

Appendix A - Safety Aspects: Any item in this group is expected to reach the MOT
standard where applicable and will otherwise be judged by the
examiner on the basis of being safe with respect to the carrying of
passengers for hire and reward.

Appendix B - Appearance and Utility Standards, both for the interior and exterior of
the vehicle.



APPENDIX 3

First Aid Kit compliant with the Road Interior Lights
Vehicles (Construction & use)
Regulations 1986 Schedule 7
Carpets & Mats

EXTERIOR
Bodywork, Paint finish and Decorative/ | Glazing
Functional Trims

Door, Bonnet and Boot Lid Hinges, Any Roof Rack or Roof Box

Handles and Locks

Roof Sign Wheels & Trims
MECHANICAL

3. In addition to the above, any oil leaks from the engine, gearbox and axles will be
assessed as to their significance with respect to the likely future reliability of the

vehicle in use.

Note: Where no relevant published standards are available to assess compliance or
otherwise, the test criteria will be agreed between the contractor and the Council.

Converted vehicles - Applicants for a taxi or private hire car operator licence where a
van or vehicle has been converted to a minibus must submit a copy of the valid SVA
{single vehicle approval) or certificate of fithess in respect of the vehicle.
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Driver & Vehicle
Standards

Agency
MOT Tast Number Fegistration Mark
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Appendix A

MOT Inspection Check List

Vehicle identification Number

Date of First Use

L |

I

Rems to be toated

Defects/Comments

interior checks T
Saals and seat beits
Waming lamps
Switches (position famp, headlamp, hezards)
View to front, wipers & washers
Brake contrais, servo operation,
Steering whesl & column
Doors, mirrors, hom
Spesdometlar, dtiver controls {Class 5 only)

Exterior checks
Registration plates
Lamps, registration plaie lampe
mdicators, hazards
Headlamps & aim
Stop lamps, fog lamps, refleclors
Wheels, fyres
Shock absorbors
Mirrors, wiper biades, fuel tank cap
Glazing {Class 5 only)
Doors, boot lid, leading doors, bonnet
Towbars
General condifion of body

Under bonmet checks
Vehicle siructure
Braking systams
Exhaust systems, fuel system
Speed bmiter {if applicable)
Stearing & power stecring oomponents
Buspansion componenis

Under vehicle checks
Bleering including power steering
Drive shafis {f applicable)
Suspension, shock absorbers
Whee) bearings
Whesls & lyres
Braks systems & machamical componants
Exhaust system
Fusl system & fual tank
Sinicture, general vehicle condition

| Emizsions

T

‘Brake Tast T Bervice

T " Frbalance
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APPENDIX 4

Q -How many doors does the vehicle have?
A - None. Rain curtains roll down when required

(1 - How many passengers does the vehicle sit in total?
A - approved for 3

Q — What is the make and model of the vehicle
A - Bajaj RE 45

Q - What is the size of vehicle engine?
A -198cc

Q —~ What is the maximum speed of the vehicle?
35mph

Q - Is it approved and registered by the DVLA?
A - Yes - fully approved and inspected by DVSA.

{1 - Does it have a European Certificate of Conformity?
A-No

Q.- Where is the steering wheel located {off-side or middie)?
A - Middte handlebars

Q - How many wheels does the vehicle have?
A - Three

Q - How many windows does the vehicle have and what is the location of the windows (side, rear
etc)?
A - Front windscreen

Q - Is there any internal lighting?
A-Yes

Q - Is there adeguate heating?
A - Yes, can be installed if required

Q - Is there adequate luggage space?
A-Yes

Q - What powers the vehicle?
A - 198cc 4 Stroke petrol engine

Q - Is there any other information that you deem relevant?
A - Already approved In Chester, Coventry, Pembrokeshire, Aberdeen, Argyle & Bute



